
REFUGEE RIGHTS DAY CAMPAIGN - TALKING POINTS

April 4th is the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 1985 Singh decision. 

In this decision the Supreme Court found that the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms protects the 
fundamental rights of refugees. The Court decided that ‘everyone’ includes refugee claimants in the sentence: 
‘Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of the person and the right not to be deprived thereof except in 
accordance with the principles of fundamental justice.’ (That’s the quote on the back of your shirt!)

Refugee claimants are therefore entitled to an oral hearing, in accordance with the principles of 
fundamental justice and international law.

A Refugee is a person who is outside his or her country of origin or habitual residence because they have suffered (or 
feared) persecution on account of race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or because they are a member of a 
persecuted social group or because they are fleeing a war.

● 10.4 million refugees of concern at the beginning of 2013 (15 million if including Palestinian refugees)
● Refugees of concern to UNHCR are spread around the world, with half in Asia and ~28% in Africa
● Living conditions: established camps, collective centres, makeshift shelters, living in the open
● The Syria civil war crisis alone has created almost million refugees since 2010, and thousands more 

internally displaced people

● Refugees are often forced to live in the camps for years, for lack of other options.
● Millions of children around the world are growing up in the challenging conditions of makeshift communities
● Refugees face restrictions on their mobility and limited access to work. 
● Students experience interruptions to their education, have few opportunities for post-secondary education

IN GUELPH

On campus, Guelph supports refugees by WUSC’s Student Refugee Program (SRP), a unique sponsorship program 
that couples a post-secondary education with permanent resettlement in Canada . 

About the SRP at the University of Guelph:
● We sponsor three students every year - The Guelph Local Committee has a strong relationship with 

the University of Guelph administration, and much of the cost of tuition and housing is generously covered 
by the school to support our sponsored students.

● We all support the SRP - $1.92 of every undergraduate student’s tuition is given to our Local Committee 
as a club levy in order for us to provide additional support for our students

● We have a wonderful network of support agents - other undergraduate students provide support for 
our sponsored students, who help them adjust to life in Canada and provide social support during their stay 
here in Guelph over the time of their post-secondary education

More information: http://wuscguelph.wordpress.com/the-student-refugee-program/

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwuscguelph.wordpress.com%2Fthe-student-refugee-program%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEW5fpxo46nG3NsQDftDLN3v8dzdw


IN CANADA

Why we should be proud to protect refugees:
1. Defending human rights by protecting the world’s most vulnerable citizens is an essential Canadian value
2. Everyone deserves to be treated fairly with respect and dignity
3. Refugees who have been welcomed in our communities enrich our lives
4. Many Canadians are alive today because they or their parents found refuge here
5. As a leader in the world community, Canada must honour our international obligations towards refugees that 

we have signed and ratified

What Canada can do better:
1. Raise refugee voices
2. FAIR treatment for refugees - Equal rules for everyone, reasonable time frame
3. INDEPENDENT decision-making for refugees - Based on facts and law, not on politics
4. HONOURABLE commitment to Canada’s international agreements - such as the Convention Relating to 

the Status of Refugees and the Convention on the Rights of the Child
5. AFFORDABLE for both refugees and taxpayers - Enabling refugee families to support each other and 

contribute to Canadian society

MYTHS & FACTS

1. Canada Is Being “Overwhelmed” By Refugee Claims
 
In 2012, Canada received slightly fewer than 25,000 refugee claims. Although the number of annual claims can go up 
or down, 25,000 claims has been the approximate annual average for more than 20 years. Similarly, the number of 
accepted refugees who became permanent residents in 2011 was approximately 13% of the total number of 
immigrants. This is a stable number that has not changed significantly in 20 years.
 
2. Canada Takes More Than Its “Fair Share” Of Refugees
 
By any standard, per capita or total number of refugees received, Canada comes somewhere in the middle of host 
countries, neither the largest nor the smallest. The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) reports 
that at the end of 2011, there were 42.5 million forcibly displaced people in the world, of which 15.2 million were 
refugees, which, by definition, means someone outside of their home country, seeking refugee protection. The 
overwhelming majority of the world’s refugees are situated in the developing world, countries like Iran, Pakistan, 
Jordan, Kenya and even tiny Ecuador. Most refugees flee to their neighbouring countries, and are unable to travel 
overseas to make refugee claims. Given Canada’s geographic location, it is exceedingly difficult for refugee 
claimants to reach Canadian territory. In 2011, Canada accepted approximately 13,000 refugees through the UNHCR 
resettlement program, the second highest number after the United States of America.
 
3. Refugee Claimants Who Arrive In Canada Are “Illegal” Or “Fraudulent”
 
Refugees are, by definition, people who have a well-founded fear of being persecuted. It is often impossible or too 
dangerous for them to obtain passports or proper travel visas to leave their countries of origin. Often they must cross 
borders without any documents. The United Nations Refugee Convention, to which Canada is a signatory, allows 
refugee claimants to use false documents or no documents to escape persecution. In Canada, refugees cannot be 
prosecuted for using false travel documents or arriving without any documents.



 
4. Refugees Have To “Wait Their Turn” To Be Resettled From Refugee Camps Abroad
 
Refugee camps are not the "regular" or "normal channels" for refugee claimants to seek protection. Refugee 
claimants need not faithfully go to refugee camps and “wait their turn”. The United Nations system of international 
refugee protection allows refugees two primary means of seeking protection: going to a refugee camp or asking for 
protection from any country signatory to the UN Refugee Convention, such as Canada. Refugee camps are not 
orderly processing centers where claimants arrive, take a number, and are processed in a systematic fashion. Many 
refugee claimants cannot reach refugee camps, and those that do, are not guaranteed protection. In fact, most 
refugee claimants who end up in refugee camps are never resettled.
 
5. Rejected, Abandoned, Or Withdrawn Refugee Claims Are “Bogus”
 
The Minister of Citizenship and Immigration has repeatedly referred to failed, abandoned, or withdrawn refugee 
claims as “bogus”. This is a gross misrepresentation. Many rejected claimants have a real fear of persecution but 
may not satisfy the refugee definition for technical reasons. Most rejected claimants do not understand why they 
have been refused. Claims are sometimes abandoned or withdrawn by well-intentioned claimants who are unable to 
get legal assistance, who receive bad legal advice from lawyers or consultants, or who are victims of smuggler 
organizations. This does not make them “bogus”. Their search for protection is genuine. In addition, too many claims 
have been incorrectly decided by the Refugee Protection Division of the Immigration and Refugee Board with no right 
of appeal to correct the mistakes. A new Refugee Appeal Division has been introduced into the law but will not begin 
to hear appeals until March, 2013.
 
6. Harsh Tactics Like Mandatory Detention Are Effective In Combating Human Smuggling
 
Under Canada’s new refugee system, passed in June, 2012, designated groups of refugees, men, women and 
children over the age of fifteen can be mandatorily detained for up to one year as a means to deter specific refugee 
flows. The government has said that the new mandatory detention policies will help combat human smuggling. 
Mandatory detention is an irrational, ineffective, and expensive response to human smuggling. The detention 
provisions in the new law do not target human smugglers, as they require no wrongdoing, or even suspicion of 
wrongdoing on the part of the people who will be detained. Imprisoning persecuted and vulnerable people – who have 
committed no crime and are often the targets of criminal activity – is not the correct way to combat human 
smuggling.
 
7. Refugee Claimants Who Arrive In Canada By Boat Are “Queue Jumpers”
 
Refugee claimants who arrive in Canada by boat are not “jumping the queue” or bypassing the “proper” process of 
applying for refugee protection. Refugees have an internationally protected right to seek asylum, whether they arrive 
by boat, plane, or foot. There is no queue.
 
8. Roma Refugee Claimants Are “Bogus”
 
The Canadian government has frequently characterized Roma refugees as “bogus”. This characterization is 
unfounded and incorrect. Canadian and international human rights experts, scholars, courts, and government bodies 
have documented deep and longstanding violence and discrimination against Roma people in Europe and around 
the world. Some Roma, 17% of claims heard in 2012, were found to be Convention refugees by the Immigration and 
Refugee Board.
 
9. Refugee Claimants Pose A Threat To Canada’s Security
 



Refugee claimants do not pose threats to Canada’s national security – they are seeking security and protection from 
threats to their own lives. Canadian law excludes refugee claimants if they are found to be inadmissible on the basis 
of national security, serious criminality, organized criminality or human rights violations. Refugee claimants go 
through a front-end security screening, in place since November 2001.  Through this process, the Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service checks all refugee claimants on arrival in Canada.  Since the screening was put in place, the 
number of claimants found to represent any kind of security concern has been statistically insignificant.
 
10. Canada’s New Refugee Regime Is Fair and Balanced
 
The new system implemented December 15, 2012, imposes unrealistic time limits for refugee claimants to prove their 
claims. Claimants will not have enough time to find a lawyer, get legal aid, provide a written explanation of their 
claim, and get the evidence to prove their claim. Many claimants will have to prepare the paperwork and appear at 
their hearing without legal representation. They will not have enough time to appeal bad decisions. They will be 
unable to ask for a humanitarian exception to their removal. The time limits are unjust, unrealistic, and devoid of 
fairness. They do nothing to ensure fast, fair and efficient refugee decisions, and will result in grave injustices.
 
11. “Safe” Countries Do Not Produce Refugees
 
Under Canada’s new refugee system, refugees from “designated countries of origin” – which the government 
declares to be “safe” countries for refugees – will be subject to extreme restrictions and denied rights. This system 
is flawed and unfair. There are no “safe” or “unsafe” countries for refugees. There are only “safe” or “unsafe” 
circumstances. In many countries that seem peaceful and safe, certain minority groups are subject to persecution, 
discrimination, and violence, often with the participation of state officials, even in allegedly democratic countries. The 
Minister’s broad powers to designate certain countries as “safe” not only risks denying protection to genuine 
refugees, it also makes Canada’s refugee protection system vulnerable to inappropriate political, trade, military and 
diplomatic influences.
 
12. Refugee Claimants Enjoy “Gold Plated” Health Care
 
Refugee claimants have never enjoyed a “gold-plated” health care system as alleged by the federal government. 
Before July 1, 2012, refugee claimants did not receive better health care than Canadians. They received health care 
roughly similar to that of welfare recipients in most provinces. On July 1, 2012, the federal government drastically cut 
the Interim Federal Health Care Program, which provided benefits to all refugee claimants and to privately sponsored 
refugees. None receive preventative health care or medications. Some receive care and medication benefits for 
serious health risks only. Others receive health care only if their condition threatens the health or security of 
Canadians.
 
13. The New System Preserves Canada’s Human Rights Record
 
The changes to Canada’s refugee system, implemented by the government under the new law, violate the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, undermine Canada’s humanitarian traditions, and contravene Canada’s 
international refugee protection obligations. The law is bad policy: it creates a manifestly unfair system and marks an 
attack on refugee rights of the kind not witnessed since the “none is too many” era. The law does nothing to protect 
the integrity of Canada’s human right record. It fundamentally undermines it.

Source: Challenging The Myths: The Truth About Canadian Refugee Law

http://carl-acaadr.ca/challenging-the-myths

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fcarl-acaadr.ca%2Fchallenging-the-myths&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHfGwsQTBi0dTg7RsvREQPZs-rdBg


FURTHER INFORMATION

Canadian Council for Refugees: About refugees and Canada’s response

https://ccrweb.ca/en/refugee-facts

Did you know… ? Facts about refugees and refugee claimants in Canada

https://ccrweb.ca/en/myths-facts

Canadian Doctors For Refugee Care: Issues with changes to the Interim Federal Health (IFH) program

http://www.doctorsforrefugeecare.ca/the-issue.html

Toronto Star: Cutting refugee health care is false savings

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/commentary/2014/02/27/cutting_refugee_health_care_a_false_saving_goar.html

https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fccrweb.ca%2Fen%2Frefugee-facts&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFyup8iIWh9MvlxWl8A92W-mb7fFA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fccrweb.ca%2Fen%2Fmyths-facts&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHQhWp5oJ7I-PYJnzVD9HWjvgvjrQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.doctorsforrefugeecare.ca%2Fthe-issue.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGjlF8s-tp5pTDPsoQJKMwC2FZYlA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thestar.com%2Fopinion%2Fcommentary%2F2014%2F02%2F27%2Fcutting_refugee_health_care_a_false_saving_goar.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGky8EcxmtDUqCa_QmzQKYoyFr1lA

